[Advantages and disadvantages of peripheral anesthesia (subarachnoid and peridural) in urological surgery].
The pros and cons of spinal anesthesia for urological surgery are discussed and the technical details described of both subarachnoidal and peridural blocks, as they are routinely performed in the author's experience. An evaluation and a comparison on the two techniques give place to the following remarks: spinal anesthesia, not higher than L4-L5, is suitable for surgery on the lower urinary tract and male genitalia, as far as reach and level are concerned; it ensure lesser blood losses because of its know effects on vascular regulation; the awakeness of the patients ensures a quicker recognition of possible complications; peridural, as compared with subarachnoidal block, affords better bleeding control, lesser side effects, a more prolonged anesthesia.